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Mr. Justice Darling. King's Bench Court 4, in which he habitually
sat, was besieged by the public, and the whole of the available
space was rapidly occupied.

In the absence of the jury, whose services were not required
since the action was undefended, the reporters were allowed to
overflow into the jury box. The tense atmosphere reflected the
enormous interest which had been aroused by the Marconi
controversy, and the prospect that the proceedings would be
purely formal and very brief did not deter an army of spectators
from attendance.

The plaintiffs were represented by Sir Edward Carson, K.C.,
Mr. F. E. Smith, K.C., Mr. Schwabe, and Mr, Raymond Asquith,
eldest son of the Prime Minister. The defendants had as their
counsel Mr. J. M. Campbell, R.C., and Mr. F. P. M. Schiller.

It is some indication of the extent to which the very air
seemed impregnated with suspicion and bitterness that many
people did not hesitate to say that Sir Edward Carson and Mr.
F. E. Smith had been "trapped" into accepting briefs for the
plaintiffs at the trial, the suggestion being that they were retained
as counsel in the court in order to silence them as politicians in
the House, since after appearing in their professional capacity on
behalf of Ministers they could scarcely attack them in subsequent
Parliamentary debates. To take the view that a trap was set in
this instance is to hold both that the decision by a member of the
Bar to accept or refuse a brief should be determined by political
considerations and also that the claims of party faction should
prevail over those of personal friendship.

Sir Edward Carson had been for many years Sir Rufus's
intimate friend and most frequent adversary at the Bar. They
had learned in almost daily battle to value and to respect each
other's character, and it was scarcely remarkable that in a case
which needed most careful handling Sir Rufus should seek the
services of the one advocate whose position rivalled his own and
who could confront the court with the full range of his great
forensic qualities and the high prestige of his status as an ex-Law
Officer of the Crown. Among the younger men of eminence at
the Bar there was no one for whose talents Sir Rufus had greater
admiration and for whose friendship deeper appreciation than
Mr. F. E. Smith. Moreover, both men had a genuine taste and
aptitude for the enjoyment of social life, and their meetings
outside the precincts of the court or the House were numerous
and cordial. He was the obvious choice both on professional and
personal grounds to second Sir Edward Carson's efforts.

Neither Sir Edward nor Mr. F. E.  Smith had up to that